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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

SOUTHERII ZONE. CHENNAI

Originat Application No. 97 of 2025 (SZ)

Applicant : Tribunal on its own motion Suo Motu based on the News Item
in The Hindu Newspaper Edition date: 10.06.2025, "Container
Vessel on fire off Kerala Coast".

And

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Water ways and OthersRespondents :

Report filed bv Senior Environmental Engineer. Kerala State
Pollution Control Board, Head Office. Thiruvananthanuram on
behalf of The Kerala State Pollution Control Board. in Original

Application No. 97i2025(SZ)

1. I, Eby Varghese, Aged 54 years son of late T.V Varghese, residing at

Perumbavoor, as the Senior Environmental Engineer, I(erala State Pollution

Control Board (herein after referred to as Board), Head Office, Pattom,

Thiruvananthapuram, is authorized to represent the 4'l' Respondent in the Original

ApplicationNo.97l2025(SZ). The factual submissions made hereunder are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. In these

circumstances, it is just ancl necessary that this Hon'ble Tribunal may be pleased to

accept the accompanying information on file and it is so humbly prayed in the

interests ofjustice in this case.
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2. It is respectfully submitted that the general information about this matter, on 9th

Iune 2025, at approximately 09:50 hrs., a fire incident was reported aboard the

Singapore-flagged container vessel Wan Hai 503 (IMO Number: 9294862),

managed by Wan Hai Lines. At the time of the incident, the ship was located at

approximately ll" 37.6'N long, 074" 37.4'E - about 44 nautical miles southwest of

Azhikkal, Kerala. According to the ship owners, the vessel was carrying

approximately 700 containers, including about 143 International Maritime

Dangerous Goods (IMDG) - classified units with hazardous materials such as

Tri Nitro Toluene (TNT), gunpowder, and other explosives. True copy of the

Cargo List received from Kerala State Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA)

is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (a).

3. It is respectfully submitted that as an imrnediate response to the incident, this

respondent Board undertook the following actions on 09.06 .2025.

^. The Board issued immediate directions/instructions by email on

09.06.2025 to the District Collectors of Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Thrissur,

Malappuram, Kozhikode, Kannur, and Kasaragod to take urgent action on the

following.

o Activation of District/Local level crisis management groups

r Arrangement of equipment/Support facilities/ oil spill dispersant for

shoreline cleanup/recovery storage/disposal of pollutants

o Request Indian Coast Guard, to co-ordinate/guide the Local District

Disaster Management Authority of Kozhikkode district to keep the

pollution prevention and oil spill cleanup equipments in a state of

readiness to meet any emergency.

o Request Indian Coast Guard, to coordinate with the DDMs/KSPCB

of the districts viz. Ernakulam, Thrissur, Alappuzha, Kozhikkode,
I,.
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Malappuram, Kannur and Kasaragod, Mercantile Marine Department,

Kochi and Kerala Maritime Board for urgent action.

.'
True copy of the e-mail communication dated 09.06.2025 sent by the Board to the

District Collectors is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (b).

b. The Board issued instructions by email on 09.06'.2025 to the Indian Coast

Guard (ICG) requested to take urgent action to contain the oil spill, if any, so that

the spill does not cause contamination in the sea, coast or beaches. As per the

email, action shall be taken for containment by using appropriate equipment such

as boom and sucker/skimmer, and dispersants. Action shall be taken in

coordination with Kochi Port Trust, Kochi Shipyard and BPCL Kochi Refinery.

True copy of the email communication dated 09.06.2025 issued by the Board to the

Indian Coast Guard is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (c).

c. Cochin Port Trust, Oil companies such as Indian Oil Corporation (IOCL),

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL), Hindusthan Petroleum

Corporation Limited (HPCL), Petronet LNG and Adani Vizhinjam Port were

requested to take urgent action to keep their Pollution Response (PR) team,

equipment, absorbents, and support facilities in a state of readiness, and share the

same with the State Government in case of any emergency for shore line cleanup.

'fhey were also requested to share the same with their sister concerns in Kerala

having Pollution Response facilities. True copy of the e-mail communication dated

09.06.2025 sent by the Board to Cochin Port Trust and the Oil Companies is

produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (d).

d. The Board instructed its Officers by email on 09.06.2025 in the districts

of Kozhikkode, Malappuram, Kannur, and Kasaragod to begin sampling on
Itaa
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10.06.2025 and to initiate ambient air monitoring operations along their respective

coastal areas. True copy of the email communications dated 09.06.2025 sent by the

Board to the. Environmental Engineers is produced herewith and marked as

Annexure R4 (e).

e. The Board issued instructions by email on 09.06.2025 to Mercantile

Marine Department, requested to take immediate action and precautionary

measures. True copy of the e-mail communication dated 09.06.2025 sent by the

Board to the Mercantile Marine Department is produced herewith and marked as

Annexure R4 (fl

4. It is respectfully submitted that the matter has been reported to Special

Secretary, Environment Department and Member Secretary of the Central

Pollution Control Board immediately by letter dated 09.06.2025 in this regard.

True copy of the letter dated 0g.06.2025 sent by the Board to the Special Secretary

to Govt., Environment Department is produced herewith and marked as Annexure

R4 (s). True copy of the letter dated 09.06.2025 sent by the Board to the Member

Secretary of the Central Pollution Control Board is produced herewith and marked

as Annexure R4 (h).

5. It is respectfully submitted as a further step of action, directions/instructions

were given to following offices/departments to take urgent actions for

preparedness/ mitigation of the anticipated environmental damages:

. Member Secretary,Kerala State Disaster Management Authority

. The Director, Directorate of Factories and Boilers,

Thiruvananthapuram.

. Director General of Shipping, Mumbai

. The General Manager, Wan Hai Lines

t--.)
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Officer in Charge, Maritime Rescue Sub-Centre( MRSC)

District Coilectors of coastal districts - including

Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Thrissur,

Malappur am, Kozhikode, Kannur, and Kasaragod.

True copy of the letter dated 19.06.2025 sent by the Board to the Member

Secretary, Kerala State Disaster Management Authority is produced herewith and

marked Annexure R4 (i). True copy of the letter dated 19.06.2025 issued by the

Board to the Director, DireCtorate of Factories and Boilers Department,

Thiruvananthapuram is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (i). True

copy of the letter dated 19.06.2025 issued by the Board to the Director General of

Shipping, Mumbai is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (k). True

copy of the letter dated 19.06.2025 issued by the Board to the General Manager,

Wan Hai Lines, is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (l). True copy

of the letter dated 19.06.2025 issued by the Board to the Officer in charge, Coast

Guard District No.4, Fort Kochi, is produced herewith and marked as Annexure

R4 (m). True aopy of the letter dated 19.06.2025 issued by the Board to District

Collectors of Coastal districts - including Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,

Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Thrissur, Malappuram, Kozhikode, Kannur, and

Kasaragod is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4 (n).

6. It is respectfully submitted that comprehensive environmental monitoring was

initiated on 10.06.2025 onwards across several coastal districts such as Emakulam,

Thrissur, Malappuram,Kozhikode, I(annur, and Kasaragod following the incident.

Monitoring was conducted on a daily basis from 10.06.2025 to 18.06.2025. Based

on the preliminary assessment of water and at quality data, the sampling

frequency has been adjusted to once in every three days, from 19.06.2025 onwards.
I,.-)
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A total of 36 seawater parameters (including general indicators, heavy metals,

pptroleum hydrocarbons, Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs), Volatile

Organic Compounds (VOCs), and microbiological counts), eight soil parameters

(covering physical properties, heavy metals, organics, and petroleum

hydrocarbons), and eight air quality metrics (PMro, PMz.s, SOr, NO*, CO,

organics, and total petroleum hydrocarbons) are being analyzed.

7. It is respectfully submitted that, according to the Sampling Protocol prepared by

the Board, water quality assessments are being conducted in the affected coastal

regions, by collecting water samples at various locations. In addition, soil and air

samples are being collected from selected sites along the coastlines of Kannur,

Kozhikkode, Malappuram, and Thrissur districts. A true copy of the Sampling

Protocol is produced herewith and marked as Annexure R4(o).

8. It is respectfully submitted that, the water monitoring results up to 12.06.2025,

reveal significant spatial variability in turbidity, may be because of monsoon, with

localized spikes particularly at Paravanna Beach (Malappuram), Fort Kochi

(Ernakulam), and Beypore Beach (Kozhikode). However, similar turbidity levels

were sporadically recorded in these districts prior to the Wan Hai - 503 ship fire,

indicating that there is no consistent contamination pattern. Dissolved Oxygen

(DO) levels exceed 5mglL across all sites, signifying adequate oxygenation, while

Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) remains below detectable limits, suggesting no

signs of contamination. A slight drop in pH was noted at Ponnani Beach

(Malappuram) on 10.06.2025. From the available data of pH, it cannot be firmly

established that the observed change in pH is related to Wan Hai 503 ship fire

accident.

I
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9. It is respectfully submitted that, air quality monitoring commenced in Kannur

on 09.06.2025, and ambient air sampling was subsequently extended to the coastal

areas of Kannur and Kozhikode on 10.06.2025 . Monitoring was carried out at five

stations namely Kannur, Nallalam and Beypore (Kozhikode), Kanhangad

(Kasaragod), and Malappuram during the period from 12.06.2025 to 17.06.2025.

The findings confirmed that air quality at all locations remained within the limits

prescribed under the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

10. It is respectfully submitted that Board has taken all earnest efforts in delivering

the duties entrusted as per thd Act and Rules in the wake of the possible

environmental damages and will continue to discharge its obligations to minimize

the pollution threat caused by the ship wreckage.

All the facts stated above are true to the best of my knowledge, information and

belief.

Dated this is the 3'dday of July,2025

For and on behalf of the I(erala State Pollution Control Board (4tr' Respondent)-)f< / /")
Eby Vargi#se 4'

Senior Environmental Engineer
Kerala State Pollution Control Board

Head Office - Thiruvananthapuram

senior:fl,::"Ifs-E:nyironrncnfol 
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VERIFICATION

I, Eby Varghese, aged 54 years son of late T.V Varghese, now working as the

Senior Enviro4mental Engineer, in Kerala State Pollution Control Board, Head

Office, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram, duly authorized to file this reply on behalf

of the Kerala State Pollution Control Board do hereby verifl, on this, the 3'd day of

July 2025, that all what is stated above is true and correct to the best of my

knowledge, information and belief and is borne out from the records maintained in

our office.

Senior Environmental Engineer
Kerala State Pollution Control Board
Head Office - Thiruvananthapuram
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6124125,12:02PM Gmail - URGENT- FIRE BROKE OUT ABOARD A CARGO SHIP- 40KMS WEST OF BEYPORE -AZIKKAL PORT

r*t Gmail Senior Environmental Engineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com>

URGENT. FIRE BROKE OUT ABOARD A CARGO SHIP.4OKMS WEST OF
BEYPORE .AZIKKAL PORT
1 message

Senior Environmental Eqgineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 9,2025 al4:23 PM

To: dcalp.ker@nic,in, dcekm.ker@nic.in, dctsr,ker@nic,irr, dcmlp.ker@nic,in, dckas.ker@nic.in, dcknr.ker@nic.in,
dckzk. ker@nic.in
Cc: CHAIRMAN KSPCB <chn.kspcb@gmail.com>

SIR,

A fire broke out aboard a cargo ship navigating Kerala's maritime boundary, a
Singapore vessel en route from Colombo to Mumbai. The incident occured
approximately 40 kilometers west of Beypore - Azikkal port stretch deep in Arabian
sea. lnitial reports suggests that the ship was carrying 650 containers at the time of
incident and more than 40 crew members were aboard. Around 50 containers are
said to have fallen into the sea during the fire. There are chances of contamination of
the sea, coast or beaches due to the oil spill. As the location of the accident is more than 12

nautii:al milcs oft the coastline, Indian Coast Guard is responsible for containing the spill and
preventing the oil spill from reaching the coast. If the oil spill reaches within 12 nautical
miles of the eoast, preparedness is required. Therefore it is requested to take urgent action for
the following;

1. Activation of DistrictlLocallevel crisis management groups
2, Arcanggment of equipment/Support facilities/ oil spill dispersant for shoreline

cleanupirecovery storage/disposal of pollutants
3. Request Indian Cqast Guard, to co-ordinate/guide the Local District Disaster

Management Authority of Ko4hikkode district to keep the pollution prevention and oil spill
cleanup equipments in a state of readiness to meet any emergency.

4. Request Indian Coast Guard, to coordinate with the DDMs/KSPCB of the districts
viz. Ernakulam, Thrissur, Alappuzha, Kozhikkode, Malappuram, Kannur and Kasaragod,
Mercantile Marine Department, Kochi and.Kerala Maritime Board for urgent action.

::
KCgarfls,
Kerala State Pollution Control Board
l-{end Office, Thrruvanailthapurarn

Ttu" c,V)

tJf v r6Hgs
r"rfrlcn*aCnlhr {

https://mail.qooqle.com/mail/u/01?ik=0adb7a4176&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-5301921301603577537&simpl=mso-a:r-3339205221 ... 111

/-.
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6124125,12:05 PM Gmail - URGENT- FIRE BROKE OUTABOARD A CARGO SHIP- 40KMS WESI OF BEYPORE -AZIKKAL PoRT

IYt Gmait Senior Environmental Engineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com>

URGENT. FIRE BROKE OUT ABOARD A CARGO SHIP.4OKMS WEST OF
BEYPORE .AZIKKAL PORT
2 messages

Senior Environmental Erlgineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 9,2025 at 4:30 PM

Mon, Jun 9,2025 at 2:30 PM

To: patodc@cochinport.gov,in, dc@cochinport.gov.in, tm@cochinport.gov.in, dm@cochinport.gov.in,
mmpc@cochinport.gov.in, info@bharatpetroleum.in, varshneysk@bharatpetroleum.in, sasipk@bharatpetroleum.in,
TITOJOSE@indianoil.in, anandank@indianoil.in, Balakrishnan k k <balakrishnankk@indianoil.in>, vkdubara@hpcl.in,
suniltu@hpcl.in, aboobackernainaca@hpcl.in, avarghe@hpcl.in, PEL@petronetlng.in, CEO@petronetenergy.in,
investors@petronetlng. in, hebin.c@adani.com
Cc: CHAIRMAN KSPCB <chn.kspcb@gmail.com>

SIR/MADAM,

A fire broke out aboard a cargo ship navigating Kerala's maritime boundary,
a Singapore vessel en route from Colombo to Mumbai. The incident occured
approximately 40 kilometers west of Beypore - Azikkal port stretch deep in Arabian
sea. lnitial reports suggests that the ship was carrying 650 containers at the time of
incident and more than 40 crew members were aboard. Around 50 containers are
said to have fallen into the sea during the fire. There are chances of contamination of
the sea, coast or beaches dpe tq the oil spill. There are chances of contamination of the sea,

coast or beaches due to the oil spill. As the location of the accident is more than 12

nautical miles off the coastline, Indian Coast Guard is responsible for containing the spill

and preventing the oil spill from reaching the coast. If the oil spill reaches within 12

nautical miles of the coast, prepare{ness iE required. Therefore it is requested to take

urgent action to kegp your Pqllutio[ Response team and equipments/absorbents/ support

facilities in a state of readiness and share with the State Govt. in case of any emergency
for shoreline cleanup and to share the same to your sister concerns also in Kerala, having
the PR facilities.

fl*gurO.,
Kerala State Pollution Gontrol Board
Head Office , ThiruvananthapuJqnl

postmaster@h pcl.co. in <postmaster@hpcl.co.in>
To: kspcbhosee2@gmail.com

Delivery has failed to these recipients or groups:

avarghe@hpcl.in

The email address you entered couldn't be found. Please check the recipient's email address
and try to resend the message. lf the problem continues, please contact your email admin.

l.roacPPy
ElV VARGHES:

frscr tnvhonnosd *
Diagnostic information for administratsrs:

t2 I

s
!hK")

https://mail.gooqle.com/mail/u/0|?ik=Oadb7a41rU*u1"yu=ot&search=all&permthid=thread- a:r-'|358473410439801821&simpl=mso-a:16868548001 . . 1t6
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6124125,12:07 PM Gmail - URGENT- FIRE BROKE OUTABOARD A CARGO SHIP- 40KMS WEST OF BEYPORE -AZIKKAL PORT

Ft Gmail Senior Environmental Engineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com>

URGENT. FIRE BROKE OUT ABOARD A CARGO SHIP.4OKMS WEST OF
BEYPORE .AZIKKAL PORT
2 messages

Senior Environmental Engineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 9,2025 at 9:58 PM
To: pollution control board kozhikode region <pcbrokkd@gmail.com>, KSPCB MLPM <kspcbmlpm@gmail.com>, KSPCB
KANNUR <kspcbdoknr@gmail.com>, pcbdo kkd <pcbdokkd@gmail.com>, KSDPCB KSGD <ksdpcbnew2@gmail.com>

SIR/MADAM,
A fire broke out aboard a cargo ship navigating Kerala's maritime

boundary, a Singapore vessel en route from Colombo to Mumbai. The incident
occured approximately 40 kilometers west of Beypore - Azikkal port stretch deep in
Arabian sea at around 9:30am on 09/0612025. lnitial reports suggests that the ship
was carrying 650 containers at the time of incident and more than 40 crew members
were aboard. Around 50 containers are said to have fallen into the sea during the
fire. There are chances of contamination of the sea, coast or beaches due to the oil spill. As
the location of the accident is more than 12 nautical miles off the coastline, Indian
Coast Guard is responsible for containing the spill and preventing the oil spill from reaching
the coast. If the oil spill reaches within 12 tattical miles of the coast, preparedness is
required. You are requested to do water sampling from 10.06.2025 itself in the same protocol
which is being used for MSC E\Va 3 ship wreck and to coordinate with CPCB officials for
monitoring and sampling activities.

Regards,
Kerala State Pollution 9ontrol poarfl
l-iead Office, Thiruvanantlrapurgrrn

Senior Environmental Engineef Z +.prOf',or""Z@gm"il.com>
To: kspcbregargenerar@gmair.corh 

Mon' Jun 9' 2025 at 9:59 PM

Cc: CHAIRMAN KSPCB <chn.kspcb@gmail.com>

[Qr.ioted text hiddon]

1"1.r?- 
@?) -Grrvlsrs:.ghn

Sorr'lor 
gil'dn"r

n
1 ,J

I
'a

https://mail.qooqle.com/mail/u/01?ik=Oadb7a4', ,U*u;"vv=ot&search=all&Rermthid=thread-a:r-5341174763164123493&simpl=msg-a:r-7170408670. .. 111
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6124125, 12:04 PM Gmail - URGENT- FIRE BROKE OUT ABOARD A CARGO SHIP- 40KMS WEST OF BEYPORE -AZIKKAL PORT

Itt Gmait Senior Environmental Engineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com>

URGENT. FIRE BROKE OUT ABOARD A CARGO SHIP.4OKMS WEST OF
BEYPORE .AZIKKAL PORT
1 message

Senior Environmental Engineer 2 <kspcbhosee2@gmail.com>
To: po.mmd-ker@gov.in
Cc: CHAIRMAN KSPCB <chn.kspcb@gmail.com>

Mon, Jun 9,2025 at 4:35 PM

SIR/MADAM,

A fire broke out aboard a cargo ship navigating Kerala's maritime boundary,

a Singapore vessel en route from Colombo to Mumbai. The incident occured

approximately 40 kilometers west of Beypore - Azikkal port stretch deep in Arabian

sea. lnitial reports suggests that the ship was carrying 650 containers at the time of

incident and marc than 40 crew members were aboard. Around 50 containers are

said to have fallen intq the sea during the fire. There are chances of contamination of

the sea, coast or beacheo due lo the oil spiIl. There are chances of contamination of the sea,

coast or beaches due ta the oil spill. As the location of the accident is more than 12

nautical miles off the coastline, Indian Coast Guard is responsible for containing the spill

and preventing the oil spill frorn reaching the coast. If the oil spill reaches within 12

nautical miles of the co4qt, preparedness is required. Therefore it is requested to

take imlnediate Qgtion fl,.qd preaautionary measures.

R*gurO.,

Head Office, Thiruvananthapr.lrarn

J*s:':*'"-
t?

fr.re L?3

I,.

oe
oo

s
-u.,v-;1-*

https://mail.oooole.com/mail/u/01?ik=0adb7a41rU*r;"rry=ot&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r3753602131709868209&simpl=msq-a:r147261 5179S.
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8:General: 0471-2312910,2318153,2318154,2318155Chairnran:23l8l50Mernbersocretary: 
2318-l5l

e-mail: crrn.tspcu@gov,inl ;rIrp;b@;;r,ir,BAX: 23 1 I t 52 weh: kspcb'keralq'spv'in

KERALA STATE TOT,IUTION CONTROL BOARD

ITEE Gerog ffuoffitocCI oejlrnle,o6m m1ollffiD6rn G6ilc6ftl' -{,w\Z Pattom P,O., Thiruvananthapurqln - 695 004 wtITr
- 69s 004

Date: 0q'06.dm$-

1l,te
EBY VARG|IITI

Srnior invironnrd tqhoet

I

cow

icinri

KSPCB/ 46AlAO8fl- EB*E

From
The ChairPerson

To
Special Secrefary
Evironment DbPartment

Sub: Fire brpke gUt aboard g cargo ship- 40kms west of Beypore -Azheekkal port-

reg.

Sir,

Kind altentiqn is invited to the abovg sqbjeclmatter' A fire broke out on board

a cargo ship navigbting I(eralp',s ma{1irne bgundafy on 09.06.2025. It is understood

to be a singaporg vessel en rsute flom c1lmbo {o Mumbai" The incident occured

approximately 76 nautical miles west olBeypore - Azikkal port stretch deep in

Arabian sea, Initial reports suggests that the ship was carrying 650 containers at the

time of incidont and more thanl2crew membors were aboard. Around 50 containers

are said to harie fallen into the sea dlring the flre.Out of the containers,l5T nos. are
.l

said tO have hazatdOus contents. lhere are qhance$ of contamination of the sea, coast

orbeacheq dge to !t1e oil spitl. ,A.s the lscatio.n ofthe accident is more than12 nauticai

miles offthe coastline,Indian Coast'Guard is responsible for containing the spill and

preventing the oil spiil from reaching the coast. Instructions were given to District

Collectors of Alappuzha,Ernakutam, Thrissur, Malappuram, (asargod, Kannur and

Kozhikode requesting to take urgent action for the following:

1. Activation of District/Local level crisis management groups

LiFE
Lifestyle for
Environment

Exhibit R7(u)
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2. Anangement of equipment/Support facilities/ oil spill dispersant for shoreline

cleanup/recovery storage/disposal of pollutants

3. Request Indian Coast Guard, to co-ordinate/guide the Local District Disaster

Management Authority of Kozhikkode district to keep the pollution prevention and

oil spill cleanup equipments in a state of readiness to meet any emergency.

4" Request Indian Coast Guard, to coordinate with the DDMs/KSPCB of the

districts viz" Ernakulam, Thrissur, Alappuzha, Kozhikkode, Malappuram, Kannur
and Kasaragod, Mercantile Marine Department (MMD), Kochi and Kerala
Maritime Board for urgent action.

Instructions were aiso given to Cochin port, Bharath Petroleum, Indian oil,
HPCL, Petronet LNG, Petronet energy, Adani Port and Azheekkal port requesting

to keep their pollution response team and equipments/absorbents/ support facilities

in a state of readiness and share with the State Govt. in case of any emergenoy for

shoreline cleanup and to share the same to their sister concdrns also in Kerala, having

the PR facilities.

Instructions were also given to MMD requesting to take irtrrnediate action and

precautionary measures.

Instructions were given to Coast Guard Kochi requesting to contain the spill

by using appropriate equipment / boom and sucker / skimmer / dispersants shall be

adopted. Action shall be taken in coordination with Kochi Port

Trust, Kochi Shipyard and Kochi Refinery

Instructions were also given to Chief Environmental En_gineer (CEE),

Kozhikode Regional Office (RO) and District Officers all Coastal districts from

Malappuram to Kasargod to do water sampling from 10.06.2025 itself in the same

protocol which is being used for MSC Elza 3 shipwreck. Smt. Vinaya, CEE, RO

Kozhikode instructed to coordinate with officials of CPCB for monitoring and

sampling activities.

- tt*e tP?Y

llDlEsa'
l.a.rifnt htrran.

Yours faithfully,

^[/*.CHAIR.PERSON

(2 /,)
/-irt vefG-treSE

Silb' Eruircnrilrft 
Indtf

t
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Copy to,

ftuPo?5
I /,,,)

EBY VARGHESE

Srnior Glwironmrntol Enginrr

The Director, Directorate of Environment and Climate Change

I
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e-mail: shtttpgb@gatll!;ms.kspcb@.gov.in FAX:2318152 web: kspqb.kerala.gov.in

KERALA STA.TE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARI)
-::r!r':*- Gorog (R)off\locCI aeJlm'lerosrD ffilaotrnD6m c6ndc6ruy

Pattom P.O., Thiruvananthapuram - 695 004 w LiFE
Lifestyle for
Environment

"ril.a.
- 695 004

KSPCB/ h6olao8a-Et3- 5

From
The Chairperson

To
Member Secretary
Central Pollution Control Board
Parivesh Bhavan, ;:' -': ' '"r1

East Arjun Nagar,
Delhi - 110032

Date: CIq,O 6,d0d5'

Sub: Fire broke out aboard a cargo ship- 40kms west of Beypore -Azheekkal port-

reg.

Sir,

Kind attention is invited to the above subJect matter. A flre broke out on

board a cargo ship navigating Kerala's matitime boundary on 09.06'2025, lt is

understood to be a Singapore vessel en route from Colombo to Mumbai. The

incident occured approximately 76 nautical miles west of Beypore - Azikkal port

stretch deep in Arabian sea. Initial reportq suggests that the ship was caryying 650

containers at the time of incident and more than 22 crew members were aboard'

Around 50 containers are said to have fallen into the sea during thq firc. Out of the

containers,l5T nos. are said to have hazardous contents. There are chances of

contamination of the sea, coast or beaches due to the oil spill. As the location of

the accident is more than 12 nautical miles off the coastline, Indian Coast Guard is

responsibte for containing the spill and preventing the oil spill frorn reaching the

coast. Instructions were given to District Collectors of Alappazha, Ernakulam,

Thrissur, Malappuram, Kasargod, I(annur and Kozhikode requesting to take

urgent action for the following:

awz c"oPY

t,.

w
a 1D
k'v^nfrEsE '--^-

',,. :Scnior Environmcnlol 
Enginccr
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1. Activation of District/Local level crisis management groups

2. Arcangement of equipmentlsupport facilities/ oil spill dispersant for shoreline

cleanup/recovery storage/disp o sal of po llutants

3. Request Indian Coast Guard, to co-ordinate/guide the Local District Disaster

Management Authority of Kozhikkode district to keep the pollution prevention and

oil spill cleanup equipments in a state of readiness to meet any emergency.

4. Request Indian Coast Guard, to coordinate with the DDMs/KSPCB of the

districts viz. Ernakulam, Thrissur, Alappuzha,Kozhikkode, Malappuram, Kannur

and Kasaragod, Mercantile Marine Depafiment (MMD), Kochi and Kerala

Maritime Board for urgent action.

Instructions were also given to Cochin port, Bharath Petroleum, Indian oil,

HPCL, Petronet LNG, Petronet energy, Adani Port and Azheekkal port requesting

to keep their pollution response team and equipments/absorbents/ support facilities

in a state of readiness and share with the State Govt. in case of any emergency for

shoreline cleanup and to share the same to their sister concerns also in Kerala,

having the PR facilities.

Instructions were also given to MMD requesting to take immediate action

and precautionary measures.

Instructions were given to Coast Guard l(ochi requesting to contain the spill

by using appropriate equipment / boom and sucker / skimmer / dispersants shall

be adopted. Action shall be taken in coordination with Kochi Port

Trust, Kochi Shipyard and I(ochi Refinery.

Instructions were also given to Chief Environmental Engineer (CEE),

I(ozhikode Regional Office (RO) and District Officers all Coastal districts from

Malappuram to Kasargod to do water sampling from 10.06.2025 itself in the same

protocol which is being used for MSC Elza 3 shipwreck. Smt. Vinaya, CEE, RO

Kozhikode instructed to coordinate with officials of CPCB for rnonitoring and

sarnpling activities.

Yours faithfully,
I

tD
1 erv vARGHESE

l8Scnior Environmanrl Enginccr

1.rrtp- :PIE
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l.The Regional Director, CPCB

ZonalOffice, Bangalore

2. The'Regional Director, CPCB

Regional Directorate, Chennai

3. Chief Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, Kozhikkode ( for
necessary action)

4. Environmental Engineers of Malappuram, Kozhikkode, Kannur,

Kasargod (for necessary action)

I/u/

ltue'"PX
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8: General; 04? l- 23 11910, 2318153, 2318154" 23 l8l5J Chair:rttan: 231,1150 Mcmber Secretury'; 23 l{l I5l
e-n1ail : chn "kspcbi*ig*v. in; g].s-kiptll@9CIY.jlr. FAX : ?3 I I I 52 web:

wr.vw,kqpcb.kerala" soJ. i n

KHRA I"A S'I",4.'T $ PO LL TJTIT}N CONTR$ L B$,{RI}
*ee* fiaJsff\tc{} fr} oe.l} rnl*oclx rri}w*Lrmr em #&]}J* #*-#

Pattom P.O., Thiruvananihflpuram - 695 004

otgo nJl.5l., <o'rlolrummloJloo - 695 004 -*h
LiFT
Lrfestyle f0r
[:nvironrr]ent

KSPCB/460/2p22-EE-5

From
The Chairperson

To

Date;19.06.2025

'fhe Mernher Secretary
Kerala State Disaster Management Authority
'fh iruvananthapuram

Sub: Shiprvreck ot'f the Kerala coast or1 09.06.:025 * V[an ]{ai 503 * Urgent actiotl
required *reg.

Sir.
give necessary
take necessary

Yours faithfully

In yie* o1'the shipwreck off the Kerala coast, it is requested to

instrustions to I)istrict Administration and Rapid Response 'l'eam to
mitiglg.live rne-qsures qn the nlatter,

Ttue coPJ

9.
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Senbr Cnrfuomufil tttgfolrr
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3: General: 0471- 2312910, 23 18153, 23 l{l t 54. 2318155 Chaimran: 23181.50 Mernber Secretalr*: ?3l8l5l

e-m ai I ; ch*,kSp*hi#H*v.. !r:' ms.lispcb(L* grgy. t:: FAX : 23 I I I 5 2 web :

r.r:w ,Yy. lq.$pb.kera I a. pt>v. i n

KEITALA STA'TE T#tLT]TI$N C{}JqT'R{}I, fiOART}
€&o* {f\}sfi\.}l}* ffi osjlrnl** rrn nilo Lnm sr* *6,}Jss{ls

Pattom P.0., Thiruvananthepur&m - 695 004

crtgo aJl"E., roltolrumnrocdloo * 695 004 '$rk#$
KSPCBi460QAzz-EE-s

From
Chairperson

To

urgently. ,4,

1t,rc coPJ

Dats:19.06.2025

egntainers of concern and infbrm the satbty measures to be take

plan in this regard may alsg be prepared to deal wirh an exigency.

Yours faithfully

cnern{ksoN

P //)
/\ -.-'
F: ,ARGHESE
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?-n'ironm eniol Englnl
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3: General:0471.2112910.23t8153.231{il54,231fi153 chairman: 2318150 Mernber Sccrelary: 23l',ll5l

e-mail: chn.ksEcb{#goq.in; n}s"kspqb(Sg{rv.in FAX: 2318152 web: ww{!5pgb"k*r'ala"q?v'it

KEKAtas"r*rg.F{}tr,I-I'j'I.'{}]\Cfii!,ilR{}L${};{fit$
-=;:i:- ;;s;;;** ll**r&{strl mrlmr1nr,sx: *a:",rr*ft.# }19, Lif[ffi - **T,:^?J:*ffixf#:[;::l'i,, V$r-ryt

;88.5

Frotrr
The ChairPerson

1o
'fhe Directqr Ceneral of ShiPPing

9tl' Floor. Be-ta Building,
i-Think Techno CamPus,

Kanjurmarg (East),

Mumbai-.,400 042

Sub: - Fire incident reporled aboard the Singappre flagged vesscl. Wan ltai 503' on

09.06.2025 - reg.

Sir.

Kind atte4tign is ipvited r0 the subject matter. .l!s 
y6u arc awBre, a tlrc incident rvas

reporrcd aboara thp Singapore * flagged container vessel Wan llai 503. lt is requested to kindly

proui,t. rlre rletail'i CIf nriteriats, nn.l,i'.ontainers. ship tirel, quantities, etc. It is also recluest*d to

[i,r,.tty u,(E u.g*nr action {c} move the'ship anrl it's cnntainers at the earliest to prevent an1"

contautination.

Yours taithtirlly

19.06.2025

URGENT

-f.rue copS
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t:(ieneral: 0471.23 l?910" ?il8lJi,23i8154,2318155 Chairman: ?318150 Mernber Secretary: 23l8lJl
e-mai l : c h n. k spqtl,& gor:" i rr ; I1*_$S"-q-bfrgt)-v- j n FAX : 23 1 8 1 57 web :

ww,.v. k spc b. k srala. gr)*v ".i n

KERA tA $TA.TE PO LL UTI {}]!{ {:d}NTtr{TX, I}OA R I}
ce** *.*?;"ffiffif,X,XXlffffiJil:ffi- 

#kififiot$o o-i1.61., toilolcurncoolloo - 695 004

KSPCB/460/2422-EE-5

From
The Chairperson

To

Dale: 19.06.?025

The Officer in charge. MRSC
Kochi Head Quarters,
Coast Guard District No. 04.
Fort Kochi, I{erala-682001 .

Sub: Request to report currefit status regarding the fire incident reported aboard the

lingap9q9 - tlleued vgssel 1VAN HAI 503 on 09.06.2025 - reg.

Sir,
Kinrl attenti.qu is invited to the above subject matter. As you are aware, an incident

involvlng a filg ingldent occurred aboard the Singapore - flagged container vessel Wan t'lai
503. 11connqg.tion ry:rth thi$, it is requested to kindly infbrrn

l) the curyent,!ta!us of-the operations so fhr done and presently doing

2) peftinent dBtafls regarding the ship's posiiion, condition and other ongoing work or

3) any intbnlalien o{ oil spill as of now from the shipwreck spot and containment
arrqngetnentg around the location of ship fnr averting any possible drifting of oil such
as deployiltg g boom aroufid the ship so as to avoid any ehances of oil spill that rnay
happert from the ship tow4rds other parts of sea and scashore as well.

It is re.ques.tsd that if such a containment'is nst provided, its possibility may be explored at
the earliest to put in.pface l.he same.

Yours faithf'ully

{;

cHarnlksoN
Tv,teaPg

G /r)
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8: Ceneral: 0471- 23!2910,2318153,2318154,2318155 Clhairmnn: 2318150 Men:ber Secretflry: 23l8l5l
e-mail: p!*.hfps_bggel;t:; rx$.k.spqb@.qov.in FAX: 231815? web: xx$'*IpgL.&qm1a"gti_-v-.irt

KffiRALA STAl-Ii P{,}L{.tJ',tIt}lV {l{}N t"R{}t- B{},4.f{*
{:'r.} a$1X} } f8 **jl q'::t e * *:'r* *fi u; ffit$ srl} s 6aJ, * {.,.#

Pattom P.0., Thinlananthapuram * 695 004

nrgo JI.5)., o'r'lolrurncnnoJ}CIo - 09s 004
'Mkiltt

f,t*e vo?Y

KSPC81460/2022-EE-5

f rom

The C:hairperson
-[ci

lJate:19.46.?A25

The District Collector
Trivandrurn / Kollam/ Alappuzha/ Ernakulam/ Thrissur/ Malappuraml Kozhikr:de/
Kannurl Kasaragod

Sub: Fire incident reported aboard the Singapcre flagged vessel WAN FIAI503 on
09.06.?0?5; cleaninq process - r*$, , .

Kin{ alrentiq! is invited to the sqbjecl matter. In the unfolding of the events
subrcquent'lo'the fiiO inc,irtent abqarri rfig:gioeupor* ,- flugged container issel wAN HAI
503,'onr ot.ths mq'.or cojl,pems i.s the ilstances of containers beaching up the shore. The
abolg $cenpStg prs$ents eancerns regar{ing the safely and aesthetic aspects ofbeaches.
Henge pde3tt sle.ps mgy be taken by.D-D.MA,!o coordinate safb clean-up of beaches,

Yours tbithf'ully

!:. !t]\ \r'ir,l .

CHATRPHNSON

/D
FCY YARGHESE
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,- ext,*ftiV RltP,)

SaruPling

Ilrotocttl

Obiective: Systenratic, periotlic ntonitoring of pollutants to assess the pollution loatl ancl trends'

evaluate control meastlrcs, aud ensure compliance with national ancl international standards

Coverage: Coastal tvaters (up to 5 km from shore), interticlal zones'estuaries,/creeks' and adjacent

soils/sediments.

Geotagging: AII sampling locations must be geotagged for traceability and data integrity

1. WATER SAMPIING

A. Site Selection & Network Design

. .select sites based on monitoring objectives (e.g,, beaches where the pollutant Ioad is

visible, bathing areas on beaches, river mouths etc.

B. Frequency of Sarnpling

. Coastal,/Marine Waters/ River moutlts: At least once in 48 Hours lor one week and at

regular intervals thereafter.

C. Paranreters to Monitor

r GeneralrColour, odour, temperature, pH, electrical conductivity (EC), dissolved oxygen

[D0), turbidity, total nitrogen, COD, total dissolved solids (TDSJ, total suspencled soli4s

(TSS), biological oxygen demand (BOD), oil & grease, total petroleum hydrocarbons.

. Nutrients: Amnronia (NH3-N), nitrate/nitrite (NO2-/NO3-J, total phosphorus

. lleavy Metalsr Cadmium, leacl, nrercury, and others as per site-specific requirements

Microbiological: Total col i forms, faeca I col i fornrs (where relevant)

r Organic Pollutants: VOCs, pAHs, as per risl< assessment

D. Sampling Procedures

o In'situ Measuretnents: ?entperature, pH, D0, EC nrust be measured immediately at site
to prcvent alteration

-Tque qU

Satiio*.dv
raariipai lclnsmnor

a /DD_-
EBY VARGHESE'

Scnior Envir-onrnrnrl Enginer

#3U
fu-%

Exhibit R7(m)

41

Annexure R4 (o)

41



. sarnple collectiorl use lveig,lrtetl bottles for we llsl avoid surface skimming' For tube

wclls, rttn rvatcr fot' 5 ntinttttls bcforc sanrpling

. sar.lrle containers: usc prc-clcarrccl polypropylcne/polyctltylene bottles for metals;

hard borosilicate glass for orgattics

r Presetvation: Aciclify ntetal satnlrles to pll <2 with [lNO3; cool all samples to 4oC; add

sodium thiosulfate if residual cltlorine is present for PAll/VOC samples

. Transport: Ship sanrples in ice boxes to the laboratory within 24 hours

E. Sanrple Lahelling

. Use r.vaterproof ink/labels with:

o Sample code/location

o Date and time

o Nature and type of sample (grab/composite/integrated)

o Preservation method

o Collector's name and signatrtre

2. SOIL/SEDIMENT SAMPLING

A. Site Selection

. Background/Referencel Collect from at least two locations, each at three orthogonal

directions >2 km from the contamination source (or >5 km if the background is

impacted)

r Cont.aminated Areat Minimum of five locations (four at perimeter, one at centreJ

. Deptlrsl 0.5 m, 1.5 m,3.0 m; extend deeper if coutamination is suspected

B. Frequency

o At least once per weel< initially, or as recluirecl by site risl< assessment and regulatory

requirements

C. Pararrteters
. :...

o Pltysical: Texture, total carbon :i!- ,. /

rBf
,r'l i! . r

^l
() / /.J
)r r/--

EBY VARGHESE
Senior Environmcnlal Erqiarrr
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. IIeavy Metals: Cadruiurn, lear.l, rnercury

o Or.ganics: V0Cs, PAlls

o Otlter: As per sitc-sltccific conlanrination (c,g., pe trolcurn hydrocarhonsJ

D. Sampling procerlrrres

o llqrtiltnrentr Usc stairrlcss steel or liuetl tubes (25*100 mm diameter) for undisturbed

s;rmples; seal lloth entls inrrrrediately after collection

. VOC Sarttpling: Collect directly frorrr augcr, minimize tlisturbance, use pre-prepared

40 rnl vials rvith or6lanic-free water; I)reserve with methanol or sodium bisulflate as

pel lrtethod 5035

r Sedittretrt Sanrpling: Use scoops, spoons, or dredges; store in wide-mouth glass

bottles or zipped polypropylene bags

. Transport: Keep samples cool (4"C); VOC samples must reach the lab within 48 hours

E. Quality Control

r Collect duplicate and split samples, field blanl<s, and equipment blanl<s

. Use Certifiect Refereuce Materlals (CRM) for laboratory analysis rvhen available

F. Additional Points

Pleasc collcct adccluatc sanrplcs for kceping in safe custody for any disputc.
(5 Litres rninimurn)

Lcgal sarnplc also shirll bc collcctcd,

3. QUALTTY ASSUITANCE & DOCUMEN'r'A]'tON

. Chain of Custocly: Maintain rccorrls fronr fielct to lab for all sarnl:les.

o QA/QC: lnclude field and laboratorytrlanks, cluplicates, and Clltv{s in each batch

r f)ata Managetnenh []nsure proper docurnentation, digital recorcls, and geotagging of
all sarnpling events

#ffiut y7t-_)lca, I a
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Sampling Protocol

Amendments

Objective: Systematic, periodic monitoring of pollutants to assess the pollution load and

trends, evaluate control measures, and ensure compliance with national and international

standards.

Coverage: Coastal waters (up to 5 km from shore), intertidal zones, estuaries/ lakes/ inland

waters and adjacent soils/sediments.

I. WATER SAMPLING

A. Site Selection & Network Design

Select sites based on monitoring objectives (e.g., beaches where the pollutant load

is visible/ where the containers beached/ bathing areas on beaches/ river mouths

etc.)

The sample collectors shall report whether the sampling location pertains to Salt

Water-I or Salt Water -II or Salt Water -fV class as per water quality standards for

coastal waters/marine outfall notified in the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986

and record the same in the field observation sheet.

o Control samples shall also be taken from Ramsar sites (Ashtamudi & Vembanadu

Lakes) and associated river mouths.

B. Frequency of Sampling

o At least daily from the same locations where the sampling starled until further

orders. Control samples (from unaffected areal Ramsar sites) shall be taken once in

a week.

T'trrc coou
'd

Q /,)
,U-

14
,"","'EIJJ$:Illl"sineer

c5aw
44 44



C. Parameters to Monitor

General: Colour, odour, temperature, pH, electrical conductivitv (EC), dissolved

oxygen (DO), turbidity, total nitrogen, COD, total dissolved solids (TDS), total

suspended solids (TSS), biological oxygen demand (BOD), oil & grease, total

petroleum hydrocarbons, Calcium hydroxide (In all samples from affected &

unaffected coastal waters) once in a week, Microplastics (idartification &

characterization at CIPET) once in a week.

o Nutrients: Ammonia (NH3-N), nitrate/nitrite (NOz-A{O:-), total phosphorus

o Heavy Metals: Cadmium, lead, mercury, and others as per site-specific

requirements

o Microbiological: Total coliforms, faecal coliforms (where relevant)

. Organic Pollutants: VOCs, PAHs, as per risk assessment

o Acetylene gas: If necessaiy, as per risk assessment

F. Additional Points

Please collect adequate samples for keeping in safe custody for any dispute.

(5 Litres minimum)

Legal sample also shall be collected.

Ambient air quality monitoring shall be done at the selected locations aiong

the beach area (baseline data) once. Routine pararneters (PlvI 10. PIvI 2.5.

SO2, NOX, CO, VOC, TPH & PAH) shall be analyzed.

Air samples shall be collected, as per risk assessment and the issue-specific

parameters (hydrogen cyanide & hydrogen halides) shail be anallzed if
necessary.

All other matters in the previous protocol remains same.
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